Faith and Works XXX

The Contemporary and Biblical Contexts

Col. 2:8




Authority

Legalism, the work to establish ourselves by gaining approval based on our earning
merit by our actions, what we do, can lead to bondage to authority figures who will
gain power over those who are seeking an authority target from which they will
then try to gain approval. Sometimes in extreme cases of dependency, the harsher
the treatment and conditional acceptance by the authority figure, the more
dependant the individual becomes as they are conditioned and following a
methodology that sees their own self worth only in terms of their acceptance and
approval that they can earn from those to whom they are voluntarily in submission.

Typically these self appointed leaders will claim that if an individual finds
themselves under their direction, that it was divinely appointed, and that to leave
their control or influence is to disobey the will of God. They are saying the
experience of doctrine is actually what validates it, rather than the truth to which it
testifies and affirms. When we feel we are OK because they have approved our
works and acts of obedience, that experience is often said to be the peace of God.

But of course, while the world can offer its own kind of peace, the peace that Jesus
gave is not dependant on circumstances, for He said to His disciples, that in this
world we would indeed have tribulation (John 16:33), often because we were not
submitting to the worlds standards for acceptance and self worth, because we have
let go of ourselves as the foundation for who we are, and are seeking to found
clothed in Christ.

Those who seek to be justified by their works, who are confident in themselves,
will inevitably need to identify for themselves an external standard or authority by
which to gauge their success. This is why some gladly join cults that demand a
regime of works, such as knocking on a certain number doors and handing out
literature during the week. When we can control our standing before the authority
we have chosen, and meet that standard, we can know a certain amount of peace
concerning who and what we are.




The original Laws of God were given complete with a system of sacrifice even for
the high priests, meaning, that without the shedding of innocent pure blood on
behalf our fallen natures corrupt from birth due to our being the descendants of our
father who fell from fellowship and intimacy with God, no flesh would be justified.
That puts us in the frightening (for some) position of needing to seek God's
unmerited favor to pardon us.

Most would rather remain in control of the transaction, not trusting the God so
loved the earth that He would give His only begotten Son on our behalf, and
instead choose what the Bible calls the weak and worthless elemental things, based
on harsh treatment of the body, rules such as do not taste, do not touch, giving
gifts, doing works of charity, fasting, praying, all to indebt God in a contract of we
have done this, now you do this.

Those impoverished in self worth, perhaps because the standards of the world
begin with standards that for some are beyond what they are capable of ever
attaining due to birth or natural inheritance, will often then seek to vicariously find
their worth in supporting and celebrating the worth and success of another. In this
way there are leaders and teachers who profit from those supporting them, and
their own success is defined as proof that the teachings are valid, and those who
follow and support them are thus validated and affirmed as followers of a worthy
cause or religious belief.

Sometimes, the harsher the treatment, the more we are drawn to try to meet the
standards for approval. The bigger the authority figure, the greater the approval
should we be successful at meeting the requirements for acceptance.

1 Corinthians 11:19-20 For you put up with fools gladly, since you
yourselves are wise! For you put up with it if one brings you into
bondage, if one devours you, if one takes from you, if one exalts
himself, if one strikes you on the face.




But regardless of whether our self esteem is founded on our own works or abilities,
or vicariously by associating ourselves with the success of another authority figure
of institution, these are all creations of our own, and not the foundation of Christ
that the Gospel proclaims.

Eric Hoffer in his book, "The True Believerpoints out that strong authoritarian
figures or regimes draw those who are unsure of themselves in times where there is
a perception that society is no longer stable. But while they are focused on
following the dictates of the leader, their attention is on themselves, how well they
meet the standards being set, and so they internalize their task maskers, and can
only then be at peace with themselves, when they meet the standards of the chosen
external authority.

The Bible says this is the mind set on the flesh. Having a mind set on the flesh is
more than thus self indulgence, it is focusing on ourselves and measuring ourselves
by a certain standard to be at peace with ourselves, certain we have at last met the
standards required for our eternal existence.

And like in the Bible, where it is pointed out that the mind set on the flesh is death,
and that only by embracing the true grace of God in Christ can a man truly love
and forgive his neighbor, so does Eric Hoffer point out the mechanism in our
psychological makeup where legalism and works righteousness always result in a
judgmental attitude, a competitive, envious spirit due to measuring our progress
according to whatever standard we have chosen to follow against those around us.
In the realm of works, it is a task at which we must either succeed or fail. Our
success is guaranteed when we can easily point to others who have failed to
achieve our own measure of success.




"The awareness of their individual blemishes and shortcomings inclines
the frustrated to detect ill will and meanness in their fellow men. Self-
contempt, however vague, sharpens our eyes for the imperfections of
others. We usually strive to reveal in others the blemishes we hide in
ourselves."

Eric Hoffer

The true Church, the body of Christ, is not based on a hierarchy, but on all being
one in Christ, joint heirs with Him. It is not meeting standards, or being part of a
winning program or cause, it is literal participation in the body of Christ, not a
political or religious association, but His body through revelation of the indwelling
the Holy Spirit, partaking by faith in the promises of God in Christ of His divine
nature, becoming joint heirs with Him, now Children of God by the new birth, just
as we were once children of wrath by nature due to our first birth as descendants of
the first Adam. Being one in Christ even as Christ and the Father are one, and this
by His will, not our own, as He accomplished by His own arm what we could
neither ask nor even think.

Jesus did not present Himself to mankind as a new authoritarian leader. Instead He
came as a servant, for our worth before God is as His beloved creation, not those
who have pushed and shoved ourselves to the top of the social order by our own
efforts over those around us.

Matthew 20:20-28T hen t he mot her of Zebedee/(
with her sons, kneeling down and asking something from Him.

And He said to her, "What do you wish?"

She said to Him, "Grant that these two sons of mine may sit, one on
Your right hand and the other on the left, in Your kingdom."
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But Jesus answered and said, "You do not know what you ask. Are you
able to drink the cup that | am about to drink, and be baptized with the
baptism that | am baptized with?"

They said to Him, "We are able."

So He said to them, "You will indeed drink My cup, and be baptized
with the baptism that | am baptized with; but to sit on My right hand and
on My left is not Mine to give, but it is for those for whom it is prepared
by My Father."

And when the ten heard it, they were greatly displeased with the two
brothers. But Jesus called them to Himself and said, "You know that the
rulers of the Gentiles lord it over them, and those who are great exercise
authority over them. Yet it shall not be so among you; but whoever
desires to become great among you, let him be your servant. And
whoever desires to be first among you, let him be your slave 8 just as
the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to give His
life a ransom for many."

In the spirit of the present darkening age, the majority of the modern teachings
seek to teach us how to change how we think of ourselves, yet the Gospel is
concerned with how we think of Christ.

Philippians 2:5-11 Let this mind be in you which was also in Christ
Jesus, who, being in the form of God, did not consider it robbery to be
equal with God, but made Himself of no reputation, taking the form of a
bondservant, and coming in the likeness of men. And being found in
appearance as a man, He humbled Himself and became obedient to the
point of death, even the death of the cross.




Therefore God also has highly exalted Him and given Him the name
which is above every name, that at the name of Jesus every knee should
bow, of those in heaven, and of those on earth, and of those under the
earth, and that every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to
the glory of God the Father.

John 13: 1-17 Now before the Feast of the Passover, when Jesus knew
that His hour had come that He should depart from this world to the
Father, having loved His own who were in the world, He loved them to
the end.

And supper being ended, the devil having already put it into the heart of
Judas | scariot, Si mo n ovangthabtme, t o b et
Father had given all things into His hands, and that He had come from

God and was going to God, rose from supper and laid aside His

garments, took a towel and girded Himself. After that, He poured water

into a basin and began to wash thedisc i pl es 6 f eet , and t
the towel with which He was girded. Then He came to Simon Peter.

And Peter said to Him, "Lord, are You washing my feet?"

Jesus answered and said to him, *What | am doing you do not
understand now, but you will know after this."

Peter said to Him, "You shall never wash my feet!"
Jesus answered him, "If I do not wash you, you have no part with Me."

Simon Peter said to Him, "Lord, not my feet only, but also my hands
and my head!"

Jesus said to him, "He who is bathed needs only to wash his feet, but is
completely clean; and you are clean, but not all of you." For He knew
who would betray Him; therefore He said, "You are not all clean."
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So when He had washed their feet, taken His garments, and sat down

again, He said to them, "Do you know what | have done to you? You

call Me Teacher and Lord, and you say well, for so | am. If | then, your

Lord and Teacher, have washed your feet, you also ought to wash one
anotherdéds feet. For | have given vy
have done to you. Most assuredly, | say to you, a servant is not greater

than his master; nor is he who is sent greater than he who sent him. If

you know these things, blessed are you if you do them.

Galatians 2:26-29 For you are all sons of God through faith in Christ

Jesus. For as many of you as were baptized into Christ have put on

Christ. There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither slave nor free,

there is neither male nor female; for you are all one in Christ Jesus. And

I f you are WLharestAlsr,ahamhs yveed, an
the promise.

Galatians 4:1-7 Now | say that the heir, as long as he is a child, does
not differ at all from a slave, though he is master of all, but is under
guardians and stewards until the time appointed by the father. Even so
we, when we were children, were in bondage under the elements of the
world. But when the fullness of the time had come, God sent forth His
Son, born of a woman, born under the law, to redeem those who were
under the law, that we might receive the adoption as sons.

And because you are sons, God has sent forth the Spirit of His Son into
your hearts, crying out, "Abba, Father!" Therefore you are no longer a
slave but a son, and if a son, then an heir of God through Christ.




James 2: 1-9 My brethren, do not hold the faith of our Lord Jesus
Christ, the Lord of glory, with partiality. For if there should come into
your assembly a man with gold rings, in fine apparel, and there should
also come in a poor man in filthy clothes, and you pay attention to the
one wearing the fine clothes and say to him, "You sit here in a good
place," and say to the poor man, "You stand there," or, "Sit here at my
footstool," have you not shown partiality among yourselves, and become
judges with evil thoughts?

Listen, my beloved brethren: Has God not chosen the poor of this world
to be rich in faith and heirs of the kingdom which He promised to those
who love Him? But you have dishonored the poor man. Do not the rich
oppress you and drag you into the courts? Do they not blaspheme that
noble name by which you are called?

If you really fulfill the royal law according to the Scripture, "You shall
love your neighbor as yourself," you do well; but if you show partiality,
you commit sin, and are convicted by the law as transgressors.

2 Corinthians 5;12-21 For we do not commend ourselves again to you,
but give you opportunity to boast on our behalf, that you may have an
answer for those who boast in appearance and not in heart. For if we are
beside ourselves, it is for God; or if we are of sound mind, it is for you.
For the love of Christ compels us, because we judge thus: that if One
died for all, then all died; and He died for all, that those who live should
live no longer for themselves, but for Him who died for them and

rose again.




Therefore, from now on, we regard no one according to the flesh. Even
though we have known Christ according to the flesh, yet now we know
Him thus no longer. Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new
creation; old things have passed away; behold, all things have become
new. Now all things are of God, who has reconciled us to Himself
through Jesus Christ, and has given us the ministry of reconciliation,
that is, that God was in Christ reconciling the world to Himself, not
Imputing their trespasses to them, and has committed to us the word of
reconciliation.

Now then, we are ambassadors for Christ, as though God were pleading

through us: we i mplore you on Chri

For He made Him who knew no sin to be sin for us, that we might
become the righteousness of God in Him.

Our authority to act on His behalf comes from when we are clothed in Him, not
when we have attained through our own works some super spiritual status. Boldly
come before the throne of God, but never clothed in your own righteousness, only
that righteousness that comes by faith in the unmerited favor of Christ, for without
faith, it is impossible to please God.

John 15-8: 1 "I am the true vine, and My Father is the vinedresser.
Every branch in Me that does not bear fruit He takes away; and every
branch that bears fruit He prunes, that it may bear more fruit. You are
already clean because of the word which | have spoken to you. Abide in
Me, and I in you. As the branch cannot bear fruit of itself, unless it
abides in the vine, neither can you, unless you abide in Me.

10

<q

3
JJ




"l am the vine, you are the branches. He who abides in Me, and | in him,
bears much fruit; for without Me you can do nothing. If anyone does not
abide in Me, he is cast out as a branch and is withered; and they gather
them and throw them into the fire, and they are burned. If you abide in
Me, and My words abide in you, you will ask what you desire, and it
shall be done for you. By this My Father is glorified, that you bear much
fruit; so you will be My disciples.

Let's get the remaining Church, the body of Christ, dressed and ready for the work
of the last days.

Col. 2:9-11 Do not lie to one another, since you have put off the old
man with his deeds, and have put on the new man who is renewed in
knowledge according to the image of Him who created him, where there
is neither Greek nor Jew, circumcised nor uncircumcised, barbarian,
Scythian, slave nor free, but Christ is all and in all.

Amen.
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